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MEETING OF UPEB TECHNICAL GROUP 

REF: PANAMA 4192 PANAMA 5116 

COMMERCE MINISTRY SOURCE INFORMS US THAT WORKING GROUP OF UNION 
OF BANA EXPORTING COUNTRIES (UPEB) WHICH WAS SCHEDULED TO 
CONVENE HERE LAST WEEK DID NOT BEGIN FORMAL DISCUSSIONS 
UNTIL TODAY, SEPTEMBER 9. MEETING IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE TO 
END OF WEEK AND TO INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF COUNTRIES 
ATTENDING JULY 15-16 SESSION EXCEPT NICARAGUA (I.E., COLOMBIA, 

COSTA RICA, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS, AND PANAMA) PLUS ECUADOR. 
SOURCE INDICATED THAT NICARAGUA IS NOT EXPECTED TO ATTEND 
SEPTEMBER 17 UPEB MINISTERIAL MEETING AND THAT PARTICIPATION 
OF ECUADOR AT THAT SESSION STILL DOUBTFUL. 
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